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We are so grofeful you're considering an adoption plon and are
nonored and tnriled for the opportunty fo share wifih you wino we are.

We hope the love we lhave 1o give to a child shows throughout the
poges of this book as wel as our sense of humor, our love of
adventure + play, our unbreakable bond wifh our blended famiies «
friends, our celebrafion of each ofner's culiure « herifage, and our
deep desire 10 share our life, our love, and our joy wifh a chid.

We want you fo know an open adoption relafionship is absolufely
welcome it that's wihat feels right.

Thank you for taking the fime to gef fo know ugl

(e & G

Gratefull,
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We met in February 20 and became fost friends.
We have a very compatible, twisted sense of humor
and cracked each ofher up constantly. As we gof
closer t was undenioble that we were more fihan
friends. We both fetr like i was the first fime

we coud be ALL of ourselves with a partner

and the first fime we felt ke we were HOME.

We were so different on the surface yet so simior.
Our culture, religion, and frodtions were different.
However, we both grew up witih big extended famiies
where humor « laughter were predominant, love +
connection were priorttized over money + means,
fath over relgion, and every famiy fradtion included
a huge home-cooked meal.

We started dating several months after meefing
and married on September lb, 207.
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While the through line of our
portnership has been lougnter + play,
going fhrough years of infertity, we
are also no strangers to hearfoche.
Our deep bond and amazing support
system helped us weather every sform
and find joy trough all of .

We know we can face anything life
tnrows our way as long as we have
each ofher. We enjoy the hel ouf of
each otner; we love our blended
familes, friends, and we cont wait 1o
share our abundance of love + support
with o chid of our own.




We both inferestingly, had a desire fo adopt
from a young age. Specifically for Joe,
whose mom was pushed fo have him af 1k
years old, it is the opportunty 1o offer
someone the choice for themselves + tineir
child that his mother didn't have.

We fried fo get pregnont first and affer &
years of unsuccesstul VF atfempts, we
decided fo stop. Thinking about winat wos
Important 1o us, we realized that loving and
nurturing a child was for more important
thon gving birtin

Joe’s goddaughters

Bedtime stories with
Sara’s niece & nephew

We have a ton of love
to give and e so
excited to share that
with whatever Ittle
souls) we are blessed
to bring into our lives.
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Profession: Sales Director af an engineering consuting firm

Religion: Catinolic
Born in El Paso, TX 5/

Bachelor's degree in Corporate. Communication from e
University of Texas af Austin Anyting U relafed
Member of the University of Texas men's basketboll team Mentoring
o Served as a Big Brotner for Big Brotners + Big Sisters Outdoor griling
DIY home improvements

(BBES) _
o ALTS. Mistry Men's Retreat Leader Working ouf
Watching footoall, basketbal, and boxing

o Fluent in English and Spanish
Crime show maratinons

Tailgoting witih family and friends

Joe is one of e funniest and kindest uman beings I've ever met. | love his wicked sense of humor.
And | especialy admire the way he cares about people, how he sees people and makes everyone
feel special in his presence.

He Is a natural fafier. Born info difficult circumstances, e helped raise hnis younger sisfer + brotiner (8 + 12
yrs younger), with wihom he il has the closest bond, and hhas always dreamed of being a fatiher 1o his own
famiy one day. He'l be the most compassionate, “all-in" dod a litle kid could be lucky enough o have as a
father. And I'm lucky fo be loved by such a great man.

A

Abuela Rita & Abuelo Ruben
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In 200, | attended e Saturday
evening mass af Our Loady of
Guadalupe. Catindic Chureh in East
Austin. That evening | received such
o beautiful and powerful message.
The Friar looked af the congregation
and agked 2Cudl es el ingredente
mds importante al hacer enchiadas?
(What is the most important
ingredient in enchiadas®)

One older lady raised her hands
and said "Las forfilas". Anotiher woman raised her hand and soid "El chile”. Friar

Francisco nodded and responded, "No.es amor. El amor s el ingrediente mds
importante. No solo en las enchiadas sino en fodo lo que hacemos en esfa vida.
(No, love is the most importont ingredient. Not only in enchiados but in
everything we do in this life.)

Promefo cocinar, jugar y vivir cada dia con tu hijo o hia usando €l ingrediente
mds importante.. El Amor. (I promise fo cook, play, and Ive every day wih your
son or daugnter using the most important ingredient.. LOVE)



| ive for feaching anytning | have learned oalong the way.

Opening Doors: Joe and
Brian

Posted by bigmentoring

It’s all about the Spending time with my Big Teaching my BBBS mentee Working on my
BBQ sauce Brother/Big Sister mentee the art of grilling nephew’s BB skills

Growing up | ddn't have anyone feach me how fo work with my hands. Through triol and
error, and a few winor electrocutions, my Jale Chicano (Mexican Engineering) kils nave
mgroved. Id love fo share what | wish someone would have faugnt me as a kid

Watching a Longhorn Putting up a chandelier. And Getting my nails & hair Praying | dont flood

game with Penelope yes... I’'m scared of heights done courtesy of my the bathroom again
friend's lil’ princess

Since | was eignt years dd in El Paso | wanfed fo be a UT Longhorn.
| would love nothing more than fo share tinat love with a litfle one.
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o Profession: Neuro-Somatic Trauma Counselor

o Religion: Non-denominational q " ]W
o Born on a hippy commune in Tennesee. Grew Up in a tiny fown

outside of Dallas (population 200).
o Pachelors degree in Acting studied af an acting conservatory in
London; acted professionally in LA for a few years.
o Affer acting, tougnt presciool, then corporate HR. before going
back 1o school for counseling. Recently started a private proctice.
o Volunteer group facitator for the Girls Empowerment Network.
o Competed in the Great Urban Race Nafional Finals in Puerto Rico.
e Soon to be published autinor, Oct 20241

DIY-Upeyeling home decor

Cooking « hosting get-fogethners
Realty TV junkie

Teaching « Studying Nervous System
Regulation Techniques

Avid reader « writer

e Re-larning piano (played os a chid)
e Doncing (Two-Step; Learning Salsa
+ Cumbio)
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Meeting Saro, | dscovered one of the funniest, most supportive, and goofiest people | have ever met.
She is fruly all smies and al heart. She has had such a postive impact on how | see tihe world now.
Her compassion has always compeled her 1o see and help anyone in need or pain. This is winat makes
her such a relentless advocate for social justice and equalty.

Sara is also e most reslient person Ive ever mef. | wil forever be amazed af how she handes life's
challenges, not the least of which was our physically, mentaly, and emotionally faxing infertity journey, with so
much grit and grace. | am truly blessed 1o lhave such a kind, playful, strong woman in my Ife, and | know
any chid wil be as wel.
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Cooking in the kitchen with Morning yoga with nephew
nephew Charlie & niece Elliot Charlie & dog Oliver

Great Urban Race with friends

An actress af heart, Ive aways connected with the curiostty « playfulness of chidren,
| can't wait for impromptu costume play, dance parfies around fhe piano, playing my
favorite game Guesstures, bullding forts out of pllows + bed sheefs, making chocolate
chip cookies, and feaching them my Mom's famous bread recipe.

i
Getting dangerous On stage in London, England
with a nail gun

I'm also SO excited fo share a pastime | sfarfed w/my dad - narrating digital versions
of chidren's books for my niece + nephew. Next is writing, ilustrafing « narrating
original books based on characters they come up with.

AcroYoga in the park 5th grade piano recital On a film set in Hollywood, CA
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| was born the odest of three siblings just oufside of El Paso, TX. Atfiough raised mostly by my mom, | grew up
with fons of support and love from both sides of my famiy. Being the odest; | aways had a speciol bond with iy

immediate. famly as | played a heavy role in helping raise my brothner and sister. We have aways remained a
tignt-knit group. The majortty of my famly resides in El Paso except for my uncle's family who lives here in Austin,
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Extended family at my grandmother’s birthday party in El Paso Tres generaciones.
“Y Volver, Volver, Volver!”

Growing Up imimersed in the Mexican cutture, |
have always been proud to celebrate my language,
my tradtions, and most importantly..my FOOD.

Christmas in El Paso with MommaBear & siblings.

Cousins celebrating our grandfather.



I was always my mother’s shadow MommaBear as | grow older Momma’s blessing on
my wedding day

Spending time with my Aunts, Uncles, & Abuela Rita My Uncle, who’s always
brother & niece been by my side

My Mother, brother, and sister live in El Paso dlong with the majority of my huge extended famly. We make it a point fo
fly out mutiile fimes a vear fo spend time with them. A highlight of our visit is spending fime with my niece wino is growing
U af the speed of light. When back in El Paso the frips are packed with my grandmotiner's home-cooked Mexican food,
hikes, sports watch parties, and a ton of laughs. Here localy, | have my uncle and his family who have been my home
away from home since | was 18 Watthing them raise their two daughters lhas made a profound impact on me.
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Joe, brother Chris, sister Valerie Joe, brother Chris, sister Valerie
I loved being their big brother then... I love being their big brother now.
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| om the midde chid of 2. My dad was a carpenter (later moved into corporafe proct mgmt), a musician, and
an arfist. My mom was a special educafion feacher. They Ive b minufes away from me in Austin. My older
sister, who lives in Soutinern California with her usband + 2 kids, is an ER doctor and my younger brother,
who lives in Austin, is a medical tech.

We were raised in a small fown in e piney woods of East Texas. For most of my chidnood, we didn't
have a lot of financial means, but an abundance of laughter, music, art, outdoor play, and uncondtional love.

W/ Joe, sister,
bro-in-law, brother

Some of my favorte memories were dancing around
the plano while my dad played and song, running
tnrough the woods around our house, catching
tadpoles in e pond, camping trips witih my famiy,
and huge oliday family gatnerings.

My Family Then
(little brother in the belly)

My Family Now



My Dad and brofher sang one
of my favorte songs af our
wedding that my dod used fo
sing 1o us as we fel asleep.

| have dreamed of singing my
chid fo sleep wifh this song
and demonstrating o them fhe
love that speaks fo me in
these Iyrics. Pure + simple, a
love that doesnt have o be
earned. A love tihat | offer fo
them freely with no
expectafions in return.

Life by Tom Paxton

May the sound of children be your music
May your blessings be the ones you earn
May your days be filled with sun
May you deeply love someone
May that someone love you in return

And life - May yours be long and loving
Peace - May you enjoy its blessing
Joy - May it be yours to savor
Love - May it be yours forever

May your only sorrows be the small ones
May they leave you stronger when they go
May the love of friends be yours
May you live with open doors
May you feel the love within you grow

And life - May yours be long and loving
Peace - May you enjoy its blessing
Joy - May it be yours to savor
Love - May it be yours forever

May your smallest moment be a full one
May your life be all that it can be
May you come to love yourself
And hold that love above yourself
And hold that love for all the world to see



My nephew teaching my niece
the art of peeing outdoors.

Building stuff with grandpa S e e D
and a teeny, tiny toolbelt My sister, Emily, & her fam

My parents, Drury «+ Linda, and my brofier, Homer, ive nearby in Austin. We get fogether almost every
week usualy for Sunday dinners. | falk o my mom and sister almost every day. My sister, Emiy, and her
famiy Ive in Southern Calfornia but we see them several fimes a year. Her kids, Charlie + Eliof, can't waif
to cuddle their baby cousin.

While Il be doing most of the chidcare since | only work part-ime from home, my parents, both refired, are
ready and watting fo clock info their grandparent duties. They love feaching their grandkids fo ride bikes, daily
trips to the park, chauffeuring to + affending all the afferschool activifies, arfs + crafts, music lessons,
gordening lessons, cooking lessons, helping out with bedfime roufines + sfories, and oodes of cuddie sessions.

Wheelbarrow rides aking cookies Shoulder rides on
with grandpa with grandma Uncle Homer & great grandma



IT TAKES A VILLAGE TO RAISE A CHILD AND IT

TAKES A CHILD TO RAISE A VILLAGE.
-REV. MICHAEL BECKWITH



Sara & her crew Group hug at our engagement party

Our vilage of friends and famiy is a big part of our lives. Most of our friends, many with wihom we've Ihad
decades-long relafionships, have children, and some of our friends «+ family have babies or babies on e way that
wil be close in age fo our chid We have frequent friends and famiy gef-fogetiners with kids running around and

have long envisioned a litie one of our own in the mix.

Sara serving as best “man”
at her Gusbands’ wedding

Joe facilitating one of
his best friend’s wedding

With Sara’s friend since
kindergarten & her husband

Joe’s fraternity brothers
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We live in a great famiy neighboriood in Austin wiich features a fishing pond with & miles of hiking frais, 2

parks with playscapes, a communty lorary, and a rec center with tons of year-round kids activities. After T

years of [ving here, we cant wait fo fake our kid fishing, play in the pork, ride bikes on the frais, wak the
dogs 1o e dog pork, and play dates witih our next-door neighbors and their 2 young children.

Perdpe & (e

These two Ive for walks to the dog park, playing witih kiddos, doing ricks for freats, and
snuggling with us on the bed. They are both wel-frained, super sweef, gentie, and loving,




[fe Advert-acs

Coming from very lumble beginnings. we botn grew up wondering what it would be like

to take a vacafion or even fly on a plane someday. Adventures with fhe ones you love

are fruly worth the wat. We are so excited fo share our adventures with a litfle one
(even if the ofiher passengers on fhe fight arent as entiusiastic).

Vacationing in Joe’s motherland. “Top of the World!” Joe attempting to snow ski.
Playa Mujeres, Mexico Ferry to Bainbridge Island Breckenridge, CO

Christmas hits different Catching a Cubs game. We’re old enough to remember
in Hawaii. Chicago, IL this tv show. Boston, MA

Helicopter ride over Maui. A whole lotta sand & no beach. It’s always sunny in Seattle.
White Sands Nat’l Park, NM Seattle, WA



Christmas unwrapping White girl on the tamale
mayhem in El Paso assembly line @ Xmas

We spend Christinas in EI Paso with Joe's huge extended famiy e
Where everyone joins in to make tamales and menudo. Thanksgivings Ssummers in California
are spent in Austin with Sara's and/or Joe's famiy gathered around

a huge potluck feast. Summers are when we escape the Texas
heat and fravel to Sara's sister's house In Southern: California for

pool and beach playtime. Sunday service is usualy splif between
Joe's Catholic mass and Sara's "nippy church” with frequent Sunday

dinners af Sara's parents' house i Pflugervile.

Quincearieras Thanksgiving with Sara’s fam Sunday dinners at Sara’s parents’
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Home Renovations Volunteering at

Community First Village

o
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Poolparties & backyard We look forward to backyard BBQs «
BBQs at our crib _

play dates with our friends' kids,

teaching them how fo help around the
house: with home projects, infroducing
them fo music, theatre, and comedy,

nstiling in them the imporfance of

being of service within your

communty, and of course, dressing
them up head to foe In burnt orange
for their first UT Longhorns game!

Live Music shows

Comedy Shows
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HUMANIT

Taking it to the streets at the
UT Tailgates & Games Women’s March



O Promsse

It you choose to, we want you fo be part of your child's Ife as much as you feel comfortable, so
they can have an appreciaion for the fremendous demonstration of love you have made. Your
child wil aways know wiere tiney came from, their heritage, the tradtions you would like to be
possed down, and now much you love them.

More than anytning, we want you to know that we wil love your child uncondtionally. We promise
to provide an upbringing in which generosty, kindness, and respect for ofhers « fhemselves are
taught every day. We promise fo expose your chid 1o different forms of art, sports, education,
religion, cultures, nafure, and lumor. Through this, we hope they wil learn o love and appreciate
tne world and the different people and places that comprise it Most importantly, we also promise
to encourage your chids dreams and provide them the fools, opportuniies, quidance, and support fo
be whatever they dreoam fo be.

We are humbled and appreciafe the fime you've faken fo read these words. Whether we are

JIte v

Joe & Sara

port of your journey or not, we wish you the best of luck.




